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AN UNSCIEXNTIFIC VIEW OF IIE
TRANSIT OF VENTUS.

From the Pall Uall Gazette.

Sir: The following account: I have just re-
ceived of & etrictly nnscientific observation of the
transit of Venus may perhgps be fonnd worthy of a
place 1o vour valuable journal. Ramleh, I wonld
obsérve, is a suburo of Alesandria.

I am, Sir, your obodient servant, G. B. H.

RAMLEH, Dec. 10, i874.

All the people here, save ourselves, got a notion
that the transit of Venus waa to take place this
morning instead of vesterday ; so we ware the oulv
uvsoientific peaple who saw it. Ths dav before was
clondy, and during the night we had a storm so
violent that I thonght the windows and even tho
ronfin danger. We kad prepared smoked glasses
and borrowed » big telescope, but had htile expecta-
tion of seeing the san tie next morning. Hall an
honr before sumise I was calied, and felt very little
inclined to get np to Le disapnointed. However, 1
dil get np, ani was out on tire terrace before the
time. The rain bad stopped; heavy clouds filled the
heavens save in the east. Lonz ravs of light
were shooting up in'o a clear bit of saky.
I fixeda the telescope, put blue sp~ctaces
on, and waited with my bii of glass ready for the
appearance of his Majeatv abovs the desert. TUp he
cawmo in goldea glory. Walf of him was still telow
the hoiizon, whea I »saw through the glass a
round black spet, like a  distant  cricket-
bail. just entermnz the dise. Time bv my
watch, £:55; but as observers go by infinitesimal
aivisions of seeands, and my watch is not particular
to fire minutes, I would willingly seill the observa-
tion chean. My lady entered on her golden path
rather high np on the left sboulder of the sup, and
evitently intendedl only to traverse a tiain
slice of the nnper half  of the disc.
She went very elow!v, her motion heing 1o more
apparent than the hour hand of a clock. I ecalled
N. and we watchgd the amnall roand spot alter-
pately. I sent next door toiuvite thm to coma and
see, but M. was in Caire. and G. and A. 1o bed.
The tormer couid not, and the latter would not come.
Wesent off a smaller telescope and somo smnked
glass totbe C.a. I tried to interest the Arab
servant. I failed to make things clear, as our
knowledge of a common lapgnage is limited, but
he got so far as to kuuw that something was wrong
with the snn that morning. I tried to male him
see Venus, but he first blackened his face with the
smoked glass and then knocked the telescope stand
down, and finxily waikel away shaking his
bead. and saying * Malesh” (rever mind). T hada
creat business to get her ladyship io foous avain.
The sun was very fierce, and smokei glass wasin-
seffeient, so wa got a bottle and filled it with ink
and water, and feund thnt much Dbelter as
a medium of safe observation  throu.h
the  telescope. Now the clouds were
blown back by a shiitof the wind, the sua was cov-
erca, anil a squall of ran filled the nlain. Through
toe storm we saw fhree umbrelles bobbing up and
dowu in fierce combat with the weather. Then we
saw the umbrellas beaten apnd the bnlders take
to flizht. It was three enthusiastic lady astiono-
niers from the C.'s. They arrived breathless
and wet, and dry shawls aad smelling salts wers
neceded for their recovery. Then we set to work
observing the clouds which were tlying rapidly
acrosa the sky, but still persistent in hiding the sun.
XN, to bejsuile the ume, gavo a short discourse ot tho
great event that was taking place, but T am not quite
sare that any one of us was perfectly clear
as to what weve to be its patticular ~cientific results.
The vuungest of the party, having beeu last at
school, and being filled with a natural desire to show
that she had brought away theretrom much valuable
informaiticn, said that the enn’s distance
ifrom the eatth was estimatzd vanously
at ninety-two aud mnety-five millious of
miles, and that new the mean distance
would be accurately ascertain i, ol fadded to this
certain tucts from the Ilustrated London News. and
a8 I carefuliy concealea the source, I was luvked
upon as much the must learnad ot whe partv. Mean-
whiic. wo kept a look-tut for the sun, and eachin
turn tried to sce aim through the clouds, with no
eflect save thai all the no-ex of the party were
blackened with the smoked glass, waich vach ia-
sisted on trying. a3 well as ihe ink-apd-water de-
vice. At last the clouds began 1o lift. It was close
on 8. The trausis wust b3 nearly coumpjeic.
Through;a break ia the clouds the -un appeared.
A fresh scamble, but uo luck. e had gone bejore
wu had **got him iy the tnve.” But theclouds were
tearing alozg, and in {ive minutes moie the sun was
clear from them all. This time, through the ink, we
fixed hia majesty, and just on the edue of the disc
the black spot was arill visible. The delight of our
visitors was great; they ali vowed they sawit, a
fact I was rnde emough to doubt, as it was by no
means easy tu make cut the tiny bit of Venus
still left. The sun wasclear from her, and all waas
over. I saw nosingular effects at the moment of
egress, such as was toretold, out eager young wom-
on are ot the beat assistants for a careful solar ob-
servation. What with fear of being blinded end
fear of occupying too wuch of the telescope, my ob-
servalion was not ench as wouald have contented the
Astrooomer Royal.
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